Lesbian Involvement 


Simply put, I ask myself the twofold question, "Where are these 
women/womyn and why aren't they here?". Surely our group's title goes 
beyond mere political correctness and decorum, I muse. In any case, 
there was once an active lesbian component within L.G.F.C., but alas 
to raise the spectre of such a time is to illicit hostility. I have 
often heard bitter recriminations against "those" women/womyn who 
defected upstairs to the collective, women/womyn who were, it seems, 
consistently uncooperative and motivated solely by self-interest. The 
caustic, somewhat ironic tone expressed here is intended to underscore 
my own sense that there were in fact legitimate problems experienced 
by the group in previous years, Albeit knowledge of which comes to us 
today in an exaggerated manner. Moreover, most of this stormy history, 
( I have as yet not spoken to "those" women/womyn involved per se ), 
related to me in various conversations, has been a great eyeopener. 
Indeed if anything is clear in my mind as to the issue of lesbian 
involvement in L.G.F.C. it is the intrinsic differences between gay 
male and lesbian sensibilities. These schisms, ( re: pornography, 
camp, cultural imperatives, double oppression, AIDS and health care, 
semantics, et al... ), are not easily grasped and yet, if properly 
articulated, they can become, I believe, a source of positive energy 
which can in turn lead to a revitalized group dynamic. But all of this, 
some of you may think, is just too remote, almost outerworldly. Well 
than, let's move down to earth abit and away from the abstract musings 
of a naive politico. 

After expressing concern to a fellow member, ( yes these words are 
loaded... ), over the lesbian question,he retorted quite bluntly with 
the remark "I don't care if there are women/womyn here or not...". Now 
this position wins points for honesty and directness, ( qualities I 
admire ), and yet I cannot at all share in such a perspective. It seems 
to me all too easy and convenient to dismiss the quote " category " of 
women/womyn without considering the personal reality involved. What 
does a lesbian find when coming out to our group for the first time? 
Regardless of the men present will she really be able to feel welcome? 
Are there agendas offered=which address her specifac needs? What are 


the ramifications for a lesbian mislead by the group's title, ( we 
appear to promote cooperation and friendship between gay men and women/ 
womyn )? Most importantly, what potential contributions have been lost 
to L.G.F.C. when lesbians are made to " go away "? Since coming out 

to the group last year I have had direct experience with women/womyn 
who were clearly alienated vis-a-vis the male dominated status quo. 

At the time I could only imagine how I would have felt had the roles 
been reversed, although not even that paltry effort on my part could 
begin to bring home the truth of a situation that sadly reflects a 
larger, hetero-influenced norm of interaction. 

It is not my intention to pass judgement or point fingers. I have no 
ready-made solutions to the "queeries" posed above, though the problem 
has occupied me of which I will say more later. Some would argue that 
the onus rests solely with the lesbians. It is their responsibility to 
work with L.G.F.C., thus perpetuating involvement, is one such argument; . 
I cannot, unfortunately, accept the pat logic involved in assuming 
the group's structure to be faultless. Underlying the imbalance posed 
by a male-majority and its effect on lesbian involvement are issues of 
control and organizational sharing which effect everyone concerned, 
both men and women/womyn. More on that later. 

I am at present seeking out Concordian lesbians in an effort to put 
the " L " back into L.G.F.C. My percieved role in these endeavors is 
one of reception. In other words I listen. Thus far the response I've 
gotten has been really good. Appropriately enough most of the women/ 
womyn who've spoken with me have not found a home with the collective 
upstairs, contrary to popular opinion. Perhaps in the fall there will 
be two coordinators running the show. I can only hope, but than 
without hope where would we be? 


